
“My life has involved elements of service for as long as I can 
remember,” says Britney Sink, Director of Alumni and Donor 
Engagement at the Pellissippi State Foundation. “My mother instilled in 
me a sense of responsibility to help where help is needed. Although my 
family had our own struggles, I was always taught to serve others. 
Somewhere over the years, it turned into my passion. I never 
considered a career outside of the nonprofit world, but I did not expect 
to become a fundraiser.”  
 
In her position at the Pellissippi State Foundation, Britney brings 
together alumni and community friends to support the College, lead 
stewardship and event efforts, and develop organizational strategies for 
donor engagement. And during this season of tremendous upheaval, 

Britney, like many of us, has been overjoyed to see the community step-up. “I was so impressed 
with the generosity our donors showed to support students as they transitioned to online 
classes when COVID-19 struck,” she explains. “Our students were faced with huge challenges 
and our donors really showed up for them.” 
 
The role of stewarding donors to support our organizations, when we also need to pay close 
attention to our own mental wellbeing, can be a challenge. Britney shared some invaluable 
advice to those still working from home: “Mindset matters. While working at home and living at 
home and generally doing everything at home for months, I have found that actively building 
my mindset makes a difference in how I view a task, or days that run into each other, or even 
how I mentally experience a free evening at home. Find activities that bring you energy. Extend 
grace to others. Give yourself permission to rest.” 
 
A member of AFP since 2019, Britney has also found value in having a shared community of 
peers to navigate this calling to fundraise. “Development work is tough,” she says, “and it is 
nice to have a space where folks understand and have faced similar situations. I hope to 
continue developing relationships and serve as a resource for others.” 
 
With 11 years of experience in the development field, Britney is a great resource for our AFP 
chapter. “In my journey to this point, I have been very fortunate to experience serving 
nonprofits from a variety of perspectives – program developer, evaluation consultant, grant 
writer, executive director, strategic planner, event coordinator and more – and as it turns out, 
I’ve been a fundraiser in just about every role! Obviously, my expectation not to become a 
fundraiser did not work out. But looking back, it was inevitable. I am passionate about creating 
real, lasting change in our world, and I hope others will join me.” 
 


